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pens that some of our disrespect is apt, rather unjustly,
to be transferred to the subject of the panegyric in the
one case, and to poor Cato in the other. Unapprehen-
sive that even friendship can bias Miss Seward's duty
to the public, I shall wait most anxiously for the volume
her kindness has promised me.

"As for my third volume, it was very nearly printed
when I left Edinburgh, and must, I think, be ready for
publication in about a fortnight, when it will have the
honor of travelling to Lichfield. I doubt you will find
but little amusement in it, as there are a good many old
ballads, particularly those of c the Covenanters,' which,
in point of composition, are mere drivelling trash. They
are, however, curious in an historical point of view, and
have enabled me to slide in a number of notes about that
dark and bloody period of Scottish history. There is a
vast convenience to an editor in a tale upon which, with-
out the formality of adapting the notes very precisely to
the shape and form of the ballad, he may hang on a set
like a herald's coat without sleeves, saving himself the
trouble of taking measure, and sending forth the tale of
ancient time, ready equipped from the Monmouth Street
warehouse of a commonplace book. Cadyow Castle is to
appear in volume third.

"----_I proceeded thus far about three weeks ago, and,

shame to tell, have left my epistle unfinished ever since;
yet I have not been wholly idle, about a fortnight of that
period having been employed as much to my satisfaction
as any similar space of time during my life. I was, the
first week of that fortnight, with my invaluable friend
George Ellis, and spent the second week at Oxford,
which I visited for the first time. I was peculiarly for-
tunate in having for my patron at Oxford, Mr. Heber,
a particular friend of mine, who is intimately acquainted
with all, both animate and inanimate, that is worth know*-
ing at Oxford. The time, though as much as I could
possibly spare, has, I find, been too short to convey to. Ercildoune,t shows thatm the late Earl Spencer; Pinkerton issues his decree
